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that he has neither the time nor eyesight to make himself ac-
quainted by careful perusal with all the speeches of his colleagues,
and from such comments as he had seen on the recent speech of
Mr. Chamberlain he judged that it was in conformity with the
assurances given to Your Majesty. He now does not lose a moment
in saying that he will read this speech which Your Majesty has
been good enough to forward with the utmost attention, and will
have the honour subsequently to address to Your Majesty what
he may have to say upon it. Will Your Majesty graciously forgive
his observing in the meantime, that so far as he can judge, and
certainly so far as his intention is concerned, the Franchise Bill
could not rank among measures properly considered Radical,
inasmuch as its main enactment is to extend a principle estab-
lished by a Conservative Government in the towns and working
beneficially there, to the counties, where the corresponding class
of Householders are certainly more conservative than in the
Towns.

Mr. Gladstone is convinced that the English rural voters, form-
ing the majority of those to be enfranchised, may prove to be
" conservative " even as matters stand, and would unquestionably
have so voted but for the strange and (as it seems to him) suicidal
resistance offered to the Bill of Enfranchisement.
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. . . The Cabinet found it requisite to consider whether there
should be a supplementary Army Estimate, and they were agreed
that, apart from contingencies not yet in view, no such Estimate
should at present be presented. In speaking of such contingencies
Mr. Gladstone had in view the case of General Gordon on which
there was further conversation. It appears to be beset with every
kind of difficulty ; and among the most prominent is the want of
direct and sufficient evidence, while the indirect but rather con-
current accounts which have reached the country, do not en-
courage the idea of military manoeuvres. On the other hand, that
idea cannot well be finally dismissed until the direct intelligence,
which Ministers are awaiting, shall have arrived.